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THE INTERVIEW 
CURRICULUM 
Q: What subjects were studied in Lone Star School? 
A: Reading, writing, and arithmetic were the 11.ain subjects 
taught in the one-room schools. Arithmetic included 
addition, subtraction, 





assignments were given alternately so the teacher could 
spend ti11.e with each student. 
Q: How long was the school year? 
A: We started the first week of September and went through 
the last week of April . At Christmas and New Year's there 
was a one day vacation and maybe half a day on Good Friday. 
Q: What were some of the methods and materials that you 
used in teaching? 
A: For penmanship, the students each 
and Big Chief tablets with 
had 
which 
a book to go 
through 
There were really nice chalkboards 
used . We also had maps and charts 
country, and the state, which were 
contests. And of course there was 












A: The hardest thing was to get each class set up so you 
could get all the subjects covered. 
Q: Were there any special education services offered? 
A: No. I had one little boy who was retarded one year. 














just could not remember. I taught him math for a whole 
year and when we were done, I asked what one plus one was 
and he said four. At first, I thought it might just be me . 
Q: You really couldn't give him much special help, could 
you? 
A: No. That was what disturbed me. I felt like I wasn't 
aivina him what he needed, plus it was taking too much of 
the others· time. 
Q: Did Lone Star have a library? 
A: No, but the county had a library from which teachers 
could obtain books. Host of the one room schools did not 
have a library. 
Q: Did they have encyclopedias? 
A: Yes, we had encyclopedias and a dictionary and a globe. 
Q: Did you choose the textbooks that were used? 
A: No, those were issued by the county. Everybody used 
the same books. 
Q: Who paid for the books? 
A: The families had to pay for the books their children 
used. They were passed down from one child to the next. 
Even neighbors would share books if they weren't needed 
that year. 
Q: Describe a typical day at school. 
A : Since I walked one and a half miles to school, I left 
between 7:00 and 7:30. Of course, I had to carry a lunch, 
water , and the papers and tests I had worked on the night 
before. I needed to be there by 8:00 to light the wood 
stove and get ready for the students who began arriving at 
8:30. School began at 9:00 with the flag salute and the 
Lord ' s Prayer. There was a short recess both before and 
after lunch. We had an hour for lunch and a short story 
reading to calm the students down afterwards. In between, 
the students studied their lessons and worked on homework. 
When school was out, they would hurry home on horseback or 
foot so they could help with chores . 
Q : What were some special observances during the school 
year? 
A: We had programs, especially where there was a PTA. We 
would work up programs for the holidays and in some of 
them, the parents would get involved. At Grandview school, 
we didn't have anything except box suppers. We celebrated 
Thanksgiving, Christmas, and Easter and just tried to help 
the students realize why they were important. I think that 
is where we are missing it today. Holidays don't mean as 
much as they used to. 
Q: Did they have a graduation exercise? 
A: Yes, they would go to the county seat and have an event 
like a high school graduation. 
TEACHER EXPECTATION/DISCIPLINE 
Q: How were teachers expected to conduct themselves in the 
community? 
A: We were supposed to be an example for the community and 
conduct ourselves in what was considered a proper manner. 
Q: What would have happened if you hadn't lived up to 
their expectations? 
A: Well, you wouldn't have had a job the next year, but 
they probably would have waited until the end of the year 
to take action. I don't know of anyone that was fired. 
Host of the teachers were good people. They looked closely 
at your character when they hired you. 
Q: Was there a problem with teacher turnover? 
A: There were a lot of new teachers for various reasons. 
Three of the main reasons for a teacher not to return were 
not having their contract renewed, getting married, or 
going back to school for more education. 
Q: Were there ever two teachers in one school? 
A: Yes, but only in the two-room schools where the upper 
and lower grades were separated. 
Q: Was there a principal for the school? 
A: No, we were all under the County Superintendent. 
Q: What was the evaluation system used for the teachers? 
A: The County Superintendent would visit each school twice 
a year and evaluate how we were doing. His visits were 
unannounced and sometimes he would sneak into the back of 
the room without us hearing hin cone in. 
Q: How often did you have to discipline a student and how 
did you handle it? 
A: I gave two warnings and then there was "action. " It 
was not needed very often. The last school, Pleasant 
Valley, was the only place I really had to use it. I was 
hired there because they had had some discipline problems. 
BUILDING/SUPPLIES 
Q: Describe the Lone Sbar School building 
A: We had no water, no wells, and no electricity. The gas 
lights came after I was there. If it was dark outside, we 
would just study in the dark. There were no lights at all . 
Q: Did the students help with keeping the school clean and 
the fire going? 
A: Yes, they were really good about that kind of thing. 
Q: How big was the building? 
A: It was about twenty-four by 
not crowded. 
thirty feet and it had a 
We had the desks that wood floor. It was 
were one behind the 
by side in each desk. 
other. Three students could sit side 
Q: Was the building made well? 
A: Yes, we were not cold in the winter. It was pretty 
well sealed. 
Q: Did the school have a telephone? 
A: No, if we needed help, we had to go to the neighbors · . 
After Lone Star, all the other schools I taught in had one. 
Q: What church used this building when it was first built? 
A: It was the First United Methodist Church. Quite a few 
of the people from the community went there, but there were 
other churches in the area, too. 
STUDENTS 
Q: How old were the students that attended? 
A: We did not have kindergarten in those days. The first 
semester a student was in school they would work on their 
"primer." Their second semester was considered first 
grade. When I first started teaching, I was eighteen and 
one of my students was seventeen. But he was a wonderful 
student and very considerate and kind. 
Q: What was the law about how old a student had to be 
before they could quit school? 
A: They had to attend until they were sixteen. If they 
graduated before that and wanted to go to high school, they 
could. 
Q: How were the students put into grades? 
A: Every year they would be advanced a grade. However, if 
they couldn't keep up and get passing grades on their 
homework, they would be retained a year. 
Q: How many students did you have? 
A: Host of the schools had about twenty. 
Q: Did any of them move in or out of the comm.unity during 
the school year? 
A: Very few, in fact I · can't 
moved during the years I taught. 
think of any students that 
I had a lot of oil field 
workers, but they were all permanent. 
Q: Did any of the students get hurt while they were at 
school? 
A: No, we were fortunate . We had to give a bandaid once 
in a while, but none of them were ever hurt badly. 
Q: Did you ever get snowed in at school? 
A: The only thing close to that would be the dust storms. 
One hit about recess time about 2:10 one afternoon. It 
just turned coal black you could see nothing in that school 
room. And the poor little children just came rushing up to 
me and hanging on for dear life. They were scared and I ' m 
sure my heart was beating just as hard as theirs were, 
because I was scared, too! You just didn ' t know what was 
going to happen. 
Q: How did it look and what did you end up doing? 
A: This big black wall would start coming in. You would 
have thought it was a big blue cloud like a storm cloud and 
the next thing you would know, it was all black. We took 
the little boys that were on horses, because we were afraid 
the horses would not go against the storm since it came 
from the North. I had my little Model A and one of the 
school board members suggeated that we ahould take them 
home. It was so bad that we could not see the ditches. He 
stood on the running board holding onto the door and I had 
the three little kids inside. We got them home to their 
folks and made it back to the schoolhouse. We drove about 
five miles and it took from 4:00 to pretty near 6:00. When 
I got in the house that evening, you could hardly see my 
face. It was a mess. You could not teach after a storm 
like that hit and you couldn ' t let any of them go home. We 
had to wait for the parents to come pick them up. 
NOTE: 
The summary that follows was taken from the beginning 
of the interview I had with Hrs. Reidl. She had collected 
her personal notes and thoughts and talked about then 
without any questions being asked. She answered nany of 
the questions that I was going to ask, so I thought it best 
to use this as a summary and question her only about things 
she had not already talked about. She had much to share, 
and it was a rewarding project. 
I started my teaching career in the native stone 
building one and a half miles west of Bison built in 1879. 
It served both as a church and school until 1890. Its 
name, Lone Star, was apparently derived from a star carved 
in the east gable by the first resident pastor. In 1890, 
the building was sold to District #34, which was later 
changed to District #64, and was then known as Lone Star 
School. The school housed pupils learning their "Three 
R's" until 1947, when Lone Star District merged with Bison. 
When the school was closed, it was purchased by the 
Sunshine Extension Homemaker's Unit, who are faithfully 
preserving it. It still uses its old gas lights instead of 
electric ones. The Unit has made an attempt to preserve 
the building just as it was when last used as a school. 
The building is now 108 years old. 
The Superintendent of School's records of 
stated that teachers from 1887 to 1904 
twenty-five to thirty-five dollars a month for 
Lone Star 
wages were 
four to six 
month 
1905 to 
terms. Then wages rose from forty 
1928 for four to six month terms. 
to ninety from 
The wages from 
then on rose and fell according to financial conditions. 
I started teaching in 1832 for seventy-five dollars a 
month on a second grade county teachers certificate. We 
had to take examinations on fifteen different subjects and 
make a grade average of eighty percent or above. I 
proceeded to study for a first grade county teachers life 
certificate. In order to accomplish this, we had to have a 
. 
grade average of ninety in all subjects. At that time, it 
was equivalent to a Bachelor of Arts in Education degree. 
I roomed and boarded at the Vernon Seuser home a mile 
and a half from school for twenty dollars a month. Each 
morning at 7:00, I would walk to school carrying my lunch 
and water and all the papers that were to be graded that 
night. When all the grading was done, I would write all 
the tests to be used the next day sometimes getting to bed 
as late as 1:30 in the morning. 
We started school in September, so it was cold enough 
to build a fire in the potbellied stove. I carried in all 
of our fuel and was the school janitor. When I made tests, 
I used carbon copies to make tests for the number of 
students in each grade, because I taught grades one through 
eight. 
Host of the schools at that time had an average of 
about twenty students in grades one through eight. The 
teacher graded each individual paper, 
misspelled words and gramatical errors. 
correcting all 
All papers were 
reviewed so that students knew what errors were made. 
Writing, then known as penmanship, was very important, 
so at least fifteen minutes a day were spent practicing. 
We had no competitive sports at this time. Our 
competitiveness was in spelling, ciphering, and geography 
matches. If the students worked hard all week, we spent 
the last period on Friday having these matches. All the 
students looked forward ·to this time. We chose teams which 
made it most enjoyable. They did have basketball goals and 
played baseball. The rest of the students played 
pom-pom-pull-away, run for your supper, keep away, and so 
forth. 
We would have a box supper and program during the 
early part of the year. This money would buy the supplies 
for art. The schools were decorated for each month with 
art that was done when the homework was finished for the 
day. I furnished cookies or candy for special holidays and 
we had wiener roasts at the end of the school year after 
school in the neighbor's pasture. This was a hilarious 
time for our students. 
The last day of school consisted of a covered dish 
dinner supplied by the patrons. Fathers and sons had a 
competitive baseball game. Small children played games. 
It was a happy time for all. 
I was offered the teaching job again the second year, 
but the Board and I had to do some bargaining. The bottom 
had dropped out of everything. Budgets were slashed. The 
Board could not pay over fifty dollars a month. So I said, 
"Well, I'll split the difference with you." They agreed, 
and I signed a contract for fifty-seven dollars and fifty 
cents a month to teach there again the next year. In those 
days, if you had two years of teaching experience in one 
school, it gave you a better reputation. 
I was most fortunate to begin my career in such a 
wonderful Christian community. Children respected the 
teachers and parents backed the teachers' rules in the 
schoolrooms. 
The next year, I taught in a country two room school 
for seventy-five dollars a month. It was known as 
Hillsdale school. I had about the same number of students 
and was split into grades one through four and five through 
eight. Since I was not a music teacher, I was appointed as 
the playground supervisor. At Hillsdale, we had PTA 
meetings each month . 
After clearing my certificate 
issued a contract. I had all 
in Barton County, I was 
eight grades and no 
discipline problem. Hy motto was, "Speak twice and act the 
third time." Only once did I have to act. The school was 
District #9, Pleasant Valley, three miles east and one half 
mile north of Ellinwood. It was among oil wells, so the 
second year I recieved one hundred and five dollars a 
month. I had a wonderful two years. 




the winter. The school district was 
a social night each month and many 
very 
happy 
Each district was great and I had wonderful students 
and parents to work with. I heard through the grapevine 
that out of all my students, two took the crooked path and 
ended up behind bars. · However, the things I hear and the 
letters I have recieved make me happy I spent eight years 
teaching. I have found that the greater percentage of my 
students chose the righteous paths. They seem to have 
ended up in all walks of life and turned out to be 
wonderful American citizens. Come to think of it, I don't 
think any of them are in the movies or a politician . 
The last year I taught, I was married during the 
Christmas holidays. At the end of that year, I moved to 
Idaho to become a homemaker. That will have been 
forty-seven years ago this coming December. 
